
Learning Pathways in English  

 Writing to Entertain 
We aim for all children at Tollgate to become fluent and confident in reading and writing across a wide range of 

genres.  This is supported by introducing children in all year groups to a wide range of diverse and challenging sto-

ries, poems, plays, non-fiction and reference books, myths, legends and fairy stories, stories from other cultures, 

modern fiction and fiction from our literary heritage.   

  

TAKE IT FURTHER 
OWN YOUR  

FUTURE 

 

Year 6 

Writing to  

Entertain 

 

Children recognise some different forms 

of poetry including narrative, free verse, 

cinquain (5 lines - syllable pattern 

2,4,6,8,2) and rhyming couplets (AA BB).   

 

They read and compare examples, create 

their own and prepare some for        

performance.   

Year  

7 
@ St  Catherine’s 

 

Year 3 

Writing to  

Entertain 

KS1 
@St Andrews 

Using a wide range of model texts, children 
identify themes and conventions and begin 
to develop their skills in descriptive writing.   
 
They confidently create settings using a 
range of adjectives and adverbs and start to 
proof-read their own work to check for 
spelling, grammar and punctuation errors.  

Stories Descriptions 

Children listen to, read and use quality fiction, 
visual texts and picture books to inspire short 
narrative pieces, making predictions to create 
alternative endings.  
They explore the use of vocabulary and sentence 
openers to capture the reader’s interest and 
imagination.   
They begin to create settings, characters and plot 
in narrative writing and use inverted commas to 
punctuate direct speech. 

Children in Year 2 are immersed in a 
range of fiction genres and poetry 

and use these as prompts and inspi-
ration for their own creative writing.  
They work on reading and  develop-

ing understanding of imaginative 
and rich vocabulary to support their 

writing. 

EYFS 

Poetry 

Children listen to, read and use quality modern and classic 
fiction, picture books and longer extracts to inspire more devel-
oped narrative pieces.  
 
They make predictions about, and compare and contrast differ-
ent versions of the same story in order to create their own. 
 
They organise writing in paragraphs around a theme and create 
setting, characters and plot modelled on texts they have expe-
rienced.   
 
Within their story writing, they use commas after fronted ad-
verbials and use specific nouns and powerful verbs effectively 
and purposely. 
 
They plan, draft, write and edit their work, proofreading to 
check for spelling, grammar and punctuation errors. 

Through continued study of a range of texts, 

children draw inferences on character’s feelings, 

thoughts and motives, discussing this using evi-

dence from text and use this to create their own 

character descriptions.  

 

They compose and rehearse sentences orally, 

making improvements through the use of varied 

and rich vocabulary and sentence structures. 

Children are introduced to further poetry types in-
cluding longer narrative poetry, list poems, haiku (3  

lines - syllable pattern 5,7,5)  and Tanka (5 lines - 
syllable pattern 5,7,5,7,7) and write their own mod-

elled on examples seen. 
 

They recognise the some of the key features of poet-
ry (stanza, rhyme) and compare and contrast across 

the same and different types of poetry.  
 

They learn poetry by heart and prepare sections for 
performance using the appropriate intonation, con-

trolling tone and volume so the meaning is clear.  
 

Children continue to become familiar with a wide range of 

texts including myths and legends presented in a variety of 

formats and use these to develop their own well formed 

narratives, building suspense where appropriate.  

They use expanded noun phrases to convey information 

concisely, and use informal and formal speech accurately in 

independent writing to develop atmosphere. 

When writing, they use their own knowledge to plan, draft, 

write and edit their own work, proofreading to check for 

spelling, grammar and punctuation errors. 

Descriptive writing is influenced by modern and classic 

texts and they select from a wide range of known imagina-

tive and ambitious vocabulary.    

 

They draw inferences and make predictions, using this to 

create characters and settings. 

 

Commas, dashes and brackets are used to clarify meaning. 

Children study longer classic narrative poetry, com-
paring and contrasting and exploring themes and 
conventions across the style.  They read and create 
spine poems, evaluating and discussing the use of 
figurative language.  
 
They learn sections of poetry, including their own 
compositions by heart and perform showing consid-
eration for the audience through appropriate use of 
intonation, tone, volume and movement to convey 
meaning. 

By Year 6, children’s familiarity with an increasingly wide and challenging range of 

texts across all genres, including older classic literature and stories with flashbacks, 

allows them to make comparisons within and across books.   

 

In their narrative writing, they describe settings and atmosphere, using thesauruses 

independently and confidently. They integrate dialogue to convey character and 

advance action.  

 

They propose changes to grammar, punctuation and vocabulary to enhance effects 

and clarify meaning, planning, drafting, writing and editing with awareness of pur-

pose and audience. 

Children consider how authors use lan-

guage and apply this to their own de-

scriptive writing.  They confidently select 

appropriate grammar and vocabulary, 

understanding how choices can change 

and enhance meaning.   

They use commas to clarify meaning or 

avoid ambiguity.  

Children are introduced to modern narrative poetry 

with links to school values.  They explore reverse poet-

ry and older classic poems, taking time to understand 

the meaning of older vocabulary.   

 

They create their own poetry to perform applying 

figurative language and techniques.  

 

Year 5 

Writing to  

Entertain 

Year 4 

Writing to  

Entertain 

 

Play scripts 

Children create play scripts from 

texts and learn about dramatic 

conventions.  They study original 

classic play scripts (Shakespeare) 

against modern versions, discuss-

ing how these could be per-

formed.  They prepare sections 

of  text for performance. 

Children study a play 

script and  

prepare sections to 

read aloud for  

performance 

In Year 7, children will read and understand short 

stories, learning more about structure and how to 

write effectively to create characters.  They will study 

the language of texts from different time periods and 

use this to inform their own composition.   

Through the further study of a 

range of poetry, children will 

develop their understanding of 

poetic techniques and become 

able to create their own compo-

sitions using these features. 


